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A Word Of Encouragement





We all live in a world where so many of our days are filled with discouragement and disappointment.  So, we would like to offer a word of encouragement to each one of you who read this newsletter from the mouth of our Wonderful Lord  and Savior Jesus Christ:


MATTHEW 5:3-12


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.


Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.


Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.


Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  


Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.


Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  


Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.


Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”





Blessings from, 


Ted & Mary Sanders











 








The United State(s) Of Confusion





Many Christians in the United States are in a state of confusion from what is being sown into their lives via  the culture we live in.  There is a vacillation that permeates the Christian community simply because we continue to treat the symptoms of the disease of our culture which in turn causes us to flounder because we don’t really see much, if any, results of our “positive” actions.  What we need to do is to understand exactly what the disease is that we need to fight so that we will quit fighting the symptoms.





What is the disease?  The disease is sin!  Our nation is on a collision course because we are a sin sick diseased nation.  We have entered the time where men are marrying men and women are marrying women.  Now we are on the threshold where people will begin to want to marry their own children, siblings, parents, pets, farm animals, and anyone or anything that might strike their fancy and give them pleasure.





Some of this sexual free-for-all confusion has come about because Christian leaders, not all but some, have been lax in teaching the seriousness of sexual immorality to those who attend their services and meetings.  Therefore, even Christian believers see sex as merely recreational; something that can bring pleasure to consenting partners.  God is the creator of sex.  He set human drives in motion, not to torture men and women, but to bring them a lifetime of enjoyment and fulfillment.  The Bible always speaks approvingly of this relationship – as long as it is confined to heterosexual married partners.


  


Most of us personally know believers who are quick to criticize the homosexuals, prostitutes, porn producers and porn addicts, pedophiles, and those who engage in sex with animals, however, they never seem to apply the same kind of criticism to extramarital affairs or fornication among the heterosexuals; or for that matter heterosexual couples who marry in order to enjoy “recreational” sex. It is very important that Christians take a consistent stand against all sin.  





When the Christian community begins to combat the sin sick diseased state that permeates our culture instead of fighting the symptoms we will see powerful results (i.e., lives changed, people delivered and set free, souls on fire for Jesus, etc.).  The Lord wants us to bear fruit for His Kingdom in The United State(s) Of Confusion but first we must have clarity of vision – God does not author confusion. 





Not to take anything away from those who work so hard at countering the culture but let’s face it, until Christians have a fuller understanding of what countering the culture we live in is all about then we are simply spinning our wheels while our nation continues to spin more and more out of control.





The Apostle Paul states in 1 CORINTHIANS 1: 17-19, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel – not with words of wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written:  ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’”


  


And the Apostle Paul goes on to say in 1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-5, “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.” 





 

















CALENDAR OF EVENTS





Weekly Service Times





Sunday – 3:00 P.M.


Wednesday – 7:00 P.M.





******************************************





Sunday, May 23rd


5:00-8:00 P.M.





Restoration Ministries Fellowship Cell Group Meeting @ the home of 


Brett & Darlene Ballard


4904 George Court


Phenix City, Alabama


For directions please call:  


298- 5609 or 565-8589


If you need transportation please let us know. 


Eating Meeting (please bring a dish to share), praise, worship, and fellowship.


******************* 


JUNE 16-18, 2004


(Wednesday Evening – Friday Noon)





CHURCH FOUNDATIONAL NETWORK’S ANNUAL FAMILY CONFERENCE IN VALDOSTA, GEORGIA





IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED A BROCHURE & REGISTRATION FORM PLEASE LET US KNOW.  YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!





THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL TIME OF MINISTRY FOR ALL MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY! 


 











To all those of you who pray for us, who attend the RMF meetings, and who sow financially into RMF – we say, “Thank you so very very much!”














